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Abstract:
Twenty five percent of school age children experience some kind of dental trauma. In elementary schools the school nurse is first in line to deal with these unfortunate accidents.  The competence and level of training of school nurses with respect to dental trauma can reduce the consequences of tooth avulsion significantly. 

There are over 17,000 children in elementary schools in the Charleston County School District. Last year alone there were 42 avulsed teeth at these local elementary schools. This leads to ask the question, “Are our current school nurses prepared to meet the dental emergency of tooth avulsion?” Do they have the resources, training, and materials to handle this situation?

Thirty-eight of the forty-one Charleston County elementary school nurses were contacted and asked three questions:

1. How many avulsed teeth have you seen in the past year?

2. How did you or would you care for the child and the avulsed tooth in this situation?

3. Does your school currently have a bottle of Save-a-tooth ready for use?

The results were recorded and analyzed.


Forty-two teeth were reported to be avulsed in the past year in the Charleston County elementary schools contacted. 37% of the nurses knew or performed current protocol for tooth avulsion. 39% of nurses had a limited knowledge and knew only that tooth should be placed in some sort of liquid medium. 24% had no knowledge and called parent and dentist. Only 13% of the schools reported having a bottle of Save-a-tooth.


Consequently, the majority of our school nurses are not properly trained to handle the dental emergency of tooth avulsion, resulting in a significant number of children loosing teeth that could have potentially been saved. This incompetence will lead to tooth loss which will then translate to an emotional and financial cost to the family in terms of dental treatment. Schools are also inadequately supplied with the resources that will increase the likelihood of an avulsed tooth to be replanted successfully.

