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Abstract:

Background: Malocclusion is an oral disease increasing in incidence among the population in the United States. The presence of a maloccusion can cause functional problems in the craniomandibular system, as well as have a significant negative impact on both children and their families' quality of life.

Objective: The aim of this study was to determine the prevalence of malocclusions in children attending the Marquette University School of Dentistry (MUSoD) Pediatric Dentistry Clinics.

Materials and Methods: The sample consisted of 1018 children actively attending the MUSOD Pediatric Dentistry Clinics. From their clinical examination charts, the following information was gathered: first permanent molar relationship, canine relationship, terminal plane, overbite, overjet, positive/negative spacing in both maxillary and mandibular dental arches, presence/absence of tongue thrust, and the presence/absence of a crossbite.

Results: The results showed that over 70% of the population between 5 and 8 years of age attending the Pediatric Dentistry Clinic at MUSOD has vertical problems in their occlusion. Furthermore, an estimated 25% may have either sagittal or transverse problems and more than 10% of the population studied has either posterior or anterior crossbite. The current results demonstrate that various factors associated with the presence of a malocclusion can be observed at an early age and can be related with an established or developing malocclusion.

